Analgesia and analgesic techniques.
In recent years, there has been a great increase in our understanding of pain mechanisms and our awareness of pain in small animals. Despite increased knowledge, many animals still go undertreated or untreated. Small exotic animals are a unique group of patients, and can prove challenging for the practitioner concerned with their welfare. This article reviews the process of nociception and how one can intervene in the pain pathway. Newer analgesic drugs are discussed, along with some novel administration techniques that can be adapted for small mammals. Ketamine has been regarded primarily as a chemical restraining agent, but new information reveals that it may have an important place in pain management.